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In late October, I had an opportunity to climb
into the belfry of a historic Marcellus landmark
(Draslt in 1877-8) witich has fascinated me for
many years. [ gladly accepted an invitation
from Historical Society President, Bill Reagan,
fo assish with replacement of tioo lamps for
the clock faces on the Methodist Church
fower. Hearing Ehe bell hourly, and seeing
the clock’s faces from my front porch day or
night, have kept mie punctual during my
twenty-two years of Marcellus residency.

In 1909, our village clock’s cast-
brass mechanism was purchased, for
£500 from the H.J. Howe, Co. in
Syracuse, and donated to the
Methodist Church by Mr. and Mrs.
George Case, local farmers.

Made and installed by E. Howard & Company,
Boston, MA, the heavy machine was hoisted with a
block and tackle to the fifth floor of the Church
belfry where all but the hand-crank assembly and
weights still reside. A single linkage-rod extends

- from the top of the clock mechanism to the tower’s

sixth floor where its rotation is transferred through
a gearbox and more linkage to each of the four sets
of clock hands. (Supperting the central gearbox is a board
frome the clock’s original shipping crate stenciled: "H. | Howe;
Care E. V. Baker [Postnmster]: Marcellus Cnondaga Co. N.Y.")
For 550, Marcellus resident, Edgar Bartlett built
the six-foot wooden clock faces, and three-foot
hands with iron balance rods, and installed them on

- the belfry 64 feet above the ground. On Tuesdays

and Fridays, Mr. Bartlett, D.E Coon, or Fred
Woodbridge maintained and wound the clock. They
climbed on crude ladders through the belfry
chambers housing the clock’s 145-pound running-
weight and 800-pound striking-weight.

In the early 1960°s, the Methodist Church
donated its landmark clock to the Village of
Marcellus, and Mr. Mel Corp assumed primary
responsibility as the last person to wind the clock’s
huge weights by hand.

Perched high above the clock’s faces, on the
-eventh (and top) floor of the belfry, is the 40-inch
wide by 36-inch high cast-bronze bell made in 1876
at Troy, NY by the Meneely & Kimberly Foundry.

(Since the belfry was constructed in 1877-8 as part of the
original church structure, I'm assuming the M&K bell was
installed in if at that tine.)

From installation to 1909, the bell was rung by
pulling a rope extending down five floors to the
church vestibule. The rope was connected to the
f-foot, 3-inch great-wheel on the bell’'s West side, A
manual pull-rope is still used to ring the bell for
special occasions, but now it operates a striking
mallet, rather than rocking the huge bell North and
South in its massive cast iron suspension cradle.
The bell’s large clapper still hangs within its vessel.

I 1962, with $795 in donations from the
Marcellus Rotary and Citizen’s Clubs, the clock’s
original weights were removed and electric motors
installed to drive its running and striking
mechanisms. The conversion was contracted to the
Bert Rogers firm from Harrisburg, TA, by then
Mayor, Lester Norris. The Rogers firm removed the
hand-crank mechanism and weights from the tower.

MNow, a large metal mallet connected to the
clock’s striking mechanism rings the bell on the
hour. Electric lights illuminate the four clock-faces
at night. Modern ladders have replaced the old
ones used for climbing through the tower chambers
to maintain the clock, bell, strike mallets and lights.

Since electrification, annual maintenance has
continued to be performed by the Rogers firm from
Harrisburg, and routine maintenance by Lester
Morris, Ray Lawless and George Haggett.

Following Mr. Haggett's recent death, the village
has made arrangements with Bill Reagan and
Doug Whitman who are now providing routine care
and time adjustments when needed. =

SPEAKING OF CLOCKS..

The Marcellus Historical Society has four clocks
in its collection, all of which need cleaning and /or
repair to make them again operational. One clock
is particularly valuable, historically speaking. It was
made at the Marcellus Falls, Smith Clock factory
circa 1833. Another is a large Ithaca Calendar wall
clock from the First National Bank of Marcellus.

We are requesting that a person or group donate
the funds or services necessary to restore our clocks
to working order. If you may be that person or
group, please call Bill Reagan at 463-4160. =




NDTE ]'.ROM THE PR ES]DENT— Bill Reagan

As 1996 comes to a close I've taken a few
moments to look back at all that the Marcellus
Historical Society has accomplished this year. I
can’t thank everyone enough who has helped our
organization come so far in just twelve months.
The greatest accomplishment by far has to be
growing from 31 members in one state to 457
members in 12 states including New York, Ohio,
Georgia, Indiana, Texas, California, Tennessee,
Mlinois, Florida, FKansas, South Carolina and
Washington. I knew there was a great interest in
our local history and am very pleased that so many
people have chosen to support the historical
society.

Other accomplishments in 1996 include
publishing an index for “Nine Mile Country;”
publishing “Marcellus Through The Years, 1774-1996,
A Chronological History;” reorganizing our museum,
a historic walking tour and two open houses at our
museum. The most recent open house coincided
with the Marcellus Chamber of Commerce events
on Saturday December 7 and included a special
display on the Marcellus and Otisco Lake Railway.
This past year the society also started collection
and preservation programs for photographs and
family histories, sponsored field trips to the
Onondaga County Court House, the Catholic
Diocese Archives, the Onondaga Historical
Association and the Rose Hill Baptist Church and,
of course, we started our newspaper.

1997 should be another exciting year. Beginning
with the historical society re-releasing the official
Marcellus afghan (an order form is on page 7 of
this newspaper}, we have many things planned.
During Old Home Days in June we will have an
open house at our museum which will include
another special display and we will have a float in
the annual parade. A Marcellus Historic Homes
Tour is being planned for autumn and a note card
set featuring historic sites in Marcellus as well as a
collectors set of historic Marcellus postcards are in
the works. Other publications we are working on
include a historic coloring book for children, an in
depth book on the history of the mills along Nine
Mile Creek through Marcellus and a book and
registry of historic homes in Marcellus.

As you know, we are striving to gain a new
building for cur museum. A building in which we
can safely preserve and display our huge collection
of over 1,500 historic artifacts from Marcellus’ past.
In order to obtain this new museum we will need
to receive grants which are available from many
sources. What you may not know is that many of
these grants require us to raise a certain percent of
funds ourselves, such as twenty percent of the
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grant amount. It is crucial that we raise this money
in order to receive the grants. Two of our major
fund raisers for this year will be the sale of afghans
and the historic home tour. Please remember the
importance of these events as they occur.

In order to accomplish all that we have planned
we need the support of the community. I would
like to remind our members to please renew your
membership and if you are not yet a member,
please join today. Much of we do would not be
possible without the support of our members,
including this newspaper! One last note, please
support our advertisers and let them know you
saw their ad in our newspaper. Without the
support of our advertisers we will not be able to
print this newspaper.

I'wish to personally thank
everyone who has joined the
- Marcellus Historical Society this
year -- you have helped it to
Sapp \ surpass its goals for 1996. m

I wish you all a safe
and happy New Year.

RECENT ACQUISITIONS

We wish to thank the following people for donating
historic ttems to be added to our musenm collection.

Marie Banky for Hickman's Meat Market
photos. Joy Buffan for submitting her family
history which includes Edgar Bartlett. Miss Sarah
Welsh for donating two pairs of shears which were
used in the upper Crown Woolen Mill. Mitch
Amidon for Crown Woolen Mill photographs.
Mr. & Mrs. Russell Snell for a lard bucket from
George Hickman's store. Barb & Alice Mahan for
a new cedar chest for clothing storage. Debevic
Homestead for an artificial Christmas tree.

Mr. & Mrs. Cy Vile for an adding machine
from Donald Hickman's Corner Store. Bill &
Norma Schultz for an up-to-date copy of Shepard
Settlement Cemetery records. Doug Whitman for
picture frames. Florence Pottinger for family
photographs, a clock made in Howard White's
Clock Shop, a pan made at Matteson's Tin Shop, a
historic, metal hot water bottle, a musical photo
album, handkerchiefs that were sent home during
W.WLIT and copies of old Marcellus Observers.

Dr. DePaull for donating film. Tim Barstow
and the Marcellus Central School for donating
many old year books, a scale and adding machine
from the office, class photos, an old drafting table
and other historic items. More next issue ... =







